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Educators, elected officials and business leaders across Livingston County express support for many of the initiatives outlined in Tuesday's State of the 

State address by Gov. Rick Snyder.

But there are concerns as well.

"It was a good speech," said interim Howell Public Schools Superintendent Jeremy Hughes. "But the devil is in the details."

Hughes, who was interim state superintendent during the Granholm administration, liked much of what the governor had to say, especially when it came 

to boosting young students' reading skills.

"What he said is what we, as educators have been saying for years," Hughes said. "But my concern is what will be done with K-12 education funding."
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Hughes noted that Snyder allowed the state's school aid fund to support community colleges and prekindergarten programs, a move that rankles K-12 

educators.

Schools are expected to get a boost should voters approve increasing the state sales tax to 7 percent in the May 5 election, though the ballot issue is 

primarily designed to repair Michigan's roads and bridges.

Though Snyder promoted the increase during Tuesday's speech, Wes Nakagiri of the "tea party" group RetakeOurGov called it the wrong approach.
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"We know about the condition of the roads," said Nakagiri, a Hartland Township resident. "But the budget has increased every year since he's been 

governor and, in all of that, he can't find the money?"

But Nakagiri, who last year sought the Republican nomination to be Snyder's running mate, said he was interested in hearing the governor's thoughts on 

streamlining state government.

Snyder's proposal to merge the state Department of Human Services and Department of Community Health drew support from state Sen. Joe Hune, R-

Hamburg Township.

"I have always believed that state government could be more effective in serving its citizens, and I am pleased the governor is making that a priority," 

Hune said.

Newly elected state Rep. Lana Theis, R-Brighton Township, acknowledged she also had concerns about the road proposal but said the governor struck 

the right tone, especially on the delivery of state services.

"Overall, I thought it was a great speech and, while we have differences, I'm willing to work my butt off to get the job done," Theis said.

State Rep. Hank Vaupel, R-Handy Township, a fellow freshman lawmaker, also said he liked the governor's overall approach.

"It's about what it takes to be effective," Vaupel said. "It's not about throwing money at a project or taking money away from a project."

Vaupel also praised the governor's focus on job training.

Steve Arwood, director of the state's newly created Department of Talent and Economic Development, will be the featured speaker at a Feb. 4 luncheon 

before Greater Brighton Area Chamber of Commerce members. Arwood was also named head of the Michigan Economic Development Corp. this week.

"There is a real need, and I know they'll be anxious to hear what he has to say," chamber President and CEO Pam McConeghy said.

Perhaps the best news, McConeghy said, is that talk is now centering on the state's progress rather than its survival.

Contact Livingston Daily reporter Wayne Peal at 517-548-7081 or at wpeal@livingstondaily.com. Follow him on Twitter @wpeal.
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